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New Law for California Water Agencies
Effective January 1, 2025

The California State Water Resources Control
Board approved a new regulation placing
conservation requirements on the state’s
largest water utilities, urban retail water
suppliers.

Under the new law, there will be a gradual
reduction of the amount of water that each of
the state’s 402 urban retail water agencies can
use between 2027 and 2040. The law does not
apply to individuals or households.

The prompting for the new regulation came in
the 2018 Legislature, after the mega-drought
that lasted from 2011 to 2017. Governor Jerry
Brown signed Senate Bill 606, which requires
the Water Board and the state Department of
Water Resources to adopt water efficiency
regulations and outline requirements for water
suppliers, with specific penalties for violations.

Each water supply agency must establish a
water budget. Water agencies have flexibility to
tailor their conservation strategies around their
local needs and climate. Potential penalties for
non-compliance could result in the Water Board
issuing a civil liability of up to $10,000 on the
water agencies.

One of the biggest ways this regulation will
affect Vallecitos customers is the eventual
prohibition of nonfunctional turf for commercial
properties. Nonfunctional turf is defined as grass

areas, irrigated with potable water, that are
purely decorative and not used for recreation or
community purposes. Examples of nonfunctional
turf could include parkway strips, entrances of
commercial buildings, hotel landscaping, grass
on medians or parking lots, etc. Exemptions
would include recreation fields; areas used

for recreation or community activities, such as
sports fields, playgrounds, and picnic areas.
Grass areas, like cemeteries and spaces
irrigated with recycled water, are also exempt
from the nonfunctional turf ban.

The nonfunctional turf ban commences on:

 January 1, 2027, for properties
owned by local governments

 January 1, 2028, for commercial
and industrial properties

 January 1, 2029, for common areas
of homeowners associations

The overall goal of this regulation is to use water

wisely and efficiently long-term. The law falls

in line with Governor Gavin Newsom’s Water

Supply Strategy to address the 10% water

supply shortfall anticipated by 2040 due to hotter

and drier weather conditions. That plan calls

for agencies to diversify the number of water

sources they use, including water recycling

and conservation m - ‘



Vallecitos Earns Award for Good Governance

Recently, Vallecitos received an award for
re-accreditation as a “District of Distinction”

by the Special District Leadership Foundation
(SDLF). This accreditation is designed as a way
for districts to highlight their sensible fiscal
practices along with other areas important to
effectively operate and govern a special district.

This is the fourth time Vallecitos has received
this biannual accreditation. “SDLF provides an
independent audit review of the last three years
of the District’s operations to ensure prudent
fiscal practices,” said Neil McCormick, SDLF
Chief Executive Officer. The committee
members who review the audits are volunteers
from the special district community, including
district controllers, directors of finance and
general managers. SDLF is an independent,
non-profit organization formed to promote good
governance and best practices among

California’s special districts through certification,

accreditation and other recognition programs.
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To receive the recognition, Vallecitos’ website
had to include posting of transparency
requirements, including: election procedures

and deadlines, posting board meeting schedules
and agendas, providing current District budget
and most recent financial audit, and a listing of
compensation of Board members and staff or a
link to the State Controller’s webpage with the
data. Vallecitos’ Board of Directors and executive
staff must also show proof of educational training
in public governance, as well as compliance

with ethics and harassment prevention training.

“This award demonstrates the District’s
dedication to effective governance,” said
Vallecitos General Manager, James Gumpel,
P.E. “The Board of Directors and District staff
deserve recognition for their hard work in
emphasizing our responsible fiscal
management and strong policies in
governance, board conduct, and
transparency.”



Vallecitos Receives IT Award for
Cybersecurity Controls and Operations

We’re happy to announce that Vallecitos has
been honored with the MISAC Achievement
Award for excellence in information
technology practices for fiscal year 2023/2024.
The Municipal Information Systems Association
of California (MISAC) is a prestigious
organization comprised of public agency
Information Technology professionals through-
out California that promotes the understanding
and strategic use of information technology
within local government agencies by sharing
best practices and fostering collaboration.

Receiving this award is a significant
accomplishment that highlights Vallecitos’
commitment to excellence in Information
Technology. The MISAC Achievement Award
requires a rigorous review process, including
more than 100 unique audit criteria covering:

» Strategic Planning and Budget
* Cybersecurity Controls
* Operations and Staffing

* Project Management
* Disaster Preparation and Recovery
» Compliance

This recognition reflects the hard work and
dedication of Vallecitos’ Information
Technology team, who continually strive to
enhance our technology infrastructure and
services to keep our community safe.
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Vallecitos Hires Assistant General Manager

Jason Hubbard
has been named
Vallecitos’ new
Assistant General
Manager.

Mr. Hubbard joined
the Vallecitos
management team

in March 2022,
having previously
been the Engineering
Manager for the
Olivenhain Municipal Water District from
2019-2022 and a Vallecitos Engineering
Supervisor from 2014-2019.

Jason Hubbard

He oversees the success of Vallecitos’
Engineering, Information Technology, and
Operations & Maintenance departments.

Mr. Hubbard is a Professional Civil Engineer
with more than 28 years in the industry.

He graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Engineering from San Diego State
University and completed the Water
Management and Leadership certification

at California State University, San Marcos.

Prior to public service, Mr. Hubbard was

the Vice-President of a General Contracting
company based in San Marcos and worked
for a private engineering firm as a consultant,
designing projects throughout California.

He lives in Vista with his wife of 18-years,
and they have four children, two pugs,

and two pot-bellied pigs.

Please join us in welcoming Jason Hubbard to
his new position at Vallecitos.
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Board of Directors ECRWSS

Division 1: Jim Pennock, President

Division 2: Jim Hernandez, Board Member

Division 3: Craig Elitharp, Board Member

Division 4: Jennifer Kerschbaum, P.E., Vice President
Division 5: Tiffany Boyd-Hodgson, Ph.D., Board Member

Management Staff

James Gumpel, General Manager

Jason Hubbard, Assistant General Manager Postal Customer
Eric Bennett, Interim Operations and Maintenance Manager

Denise Aviles, Human Resources and Risk Manager

Wes Owen, Chief Financial Officer

The public is welcome to attend the Vallecitos Board

Meetings the first and third Wednesday of each month at 5:00 p.m.
in the Administration building—201 Vallecitos de Oro in San Marcos.
To provide public comments prior to the meeting, submit
comments via e-mail at PublicComment@VWD.org up to 90
minutes in advance of the meeting. Comments received are handled
by the Clerk of the Board of Directors as if submitted in person.

All written comments that are received at least 90 minutes before
the meeting will be provided to the Board, and a record of the
receipt of comment will be noted during the meeting. To watch or

listen to the live meeting, go to www.vwd.org/meetings. Like us” on Facebook or follow us on X @vallecitoswater

Win a $250 Gift Card to Green Thumb Nursery

Proud of Your Water-Efficient Yard?

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN!
Basic Judging Criteria:

* Overall Attractiveness

Efficient Methods of Irrigation

+ Design

+ Appropriate Plant Selection & Maintenance

DEADLINE: MAY 9, 2025

Winners from each participating agency will receive valuable
prizes. For eligibility requirements, details on how to apply
and more. visit landscapecontest.com or contact vour

local water agency.

Water Quality Reports, including the 2023 Water Quality Report, can be found online at www.vwd.org/waterquality.
Tested water from the Vallecitos Water District consistently meets or exceeds all drinking water standards.



