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At Vallecitos Water District we are committed to
delivering safe drinking water to your property. We
work hard to ensure that the water we deliver to
you meets or exceeds all drinking water regulatory
standards. Our Cross-Connection Control Pro-
gram is one of many critical tools we use to main-
tain the safety of drinking water throughout the
public water system all the way to the plumbing at
your property. A key part of keeping drinking water
safe is protecting against cross-connections,
which could contaminate your drinking water.

What is Cross-Connection?

Cross-connections are points in the water system
where non-potable water sources on your prop-
erty could contact drinking water.

Examples of sources of non-potable water include
wash water in a bucket, swimming pools, land-
scape irrigation systems, pesticide and fertilizer
sprayers, booster pumps, and other appliances
and equipment that use water.

Normally, drinking water flows one way into your
property. However, unprotected cross-connections
could allow contaminated water from non potable
sources on your property to backflow—or reverse
flow—into your drinking water system. Backflow
poses a risk to public health.

The State Water Resources Control Board has
new requirements to provide more information on
cross connections to the public.

Requirements for Property Owners

As a property owner, you are responsible for
cross-connection control on your side of the water
meter. To prevent contaminants from entering
your drinking water, air gaps or approved back-
flow prevention assemblies may be required to
protect against backflow at cross-connections.
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_ g Cross Connection Control
Keeping your water safe is a shared responsibility

A backflow prevention
assembly may be
required to prevent
backflow, or reverse
flow, into the public
water main.

The water system
is designed to
flow one way into
your property.
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A public water main is a pipe that delivers drinking water to your
neighborhood. Privately-owned water service laterals downstream
of your water meter are pipes that connect the main to your

property

* Air gaps are physical vertical separations
between water supply outlets (such as faucets)
and the highest fill levels of the receiving
containers. Air gaps must be inspected annually
by approved testers or specialists.

» Backflow prevention assemblies stop the
reverse flow of water into the drinking water
system when pressure changes occur. After
proper installation, these assemblies must be
inspected and tested annually by approved
testers.

Cross-connection control is a partnership
between Vallecitos Water District and our
customers. Your attention to these safety
measures protects your property’s water quality,
keeping drinking water safe for you

and the community.

For more information on cross connection
control and testing requirements, please visit
http://lvwd.org/backflow.
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Calendar Contest

Each year, the Vallecitos Water District promotes
water awareness through a calendar contest
available to all fourth graders in its service area. The
top three drawings go on to represent the District in
the regional North County Water Agency calendar for
the following year.

Second Place
Liv Williams
Discovery Elementary School

Third Place
Maryanne Alvizures
Joli Ann Elementary School




Bradley Park

Turf Replacement

Water Authority Program
Transforms Bradley Park

More than 10,000 square feet of turf was removed from Bradley
Park in San Marcos as part of a free landscape transformation
program offered by the San Diego County Water Authority.

To qualify, properties must have at least 10,000 square feet of
non-functional turf and be located in a highly trafficked
disadvantaged community (DAC). Bradley Park met the

criteria, and the new drought-tolerant landscape was

completed in June 2025.

This is the first of two projects within the Vallecitos Water District

service area (there are a total of seven sites being done around
San Diego County). The second site is 850 Los Vallecitos, located
just down the street from the District’'s administrative offices. The
plan for this landscape is colorful flower power!

If your home or commercial property is looking to transform your
landscape with WaterSmart plants that use less water and invite
pollinators, visit: https://www.sdcwa.org/your-water/conserva-
tion/ or https://socalwatersmart.com or contact Debby Dunn at
Ddunn@sdcwa.org or 858-522-6745.
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Board of Directors

Division 1: Jim Pennock, President

Division 2: Jim Hernandez, Board Member

Division 3: Craig Elitharp, Board Member

Division 4: Jennifer Kerschbaum, P.E., Vice President
Division 5: Vacant

Management Staff

James Gumpel, General Manager

Jason Hubbard, Assistant General Manager
Elizabeth Lopez, Director of Engineering

Eric Bennett, Director of Operations

Denise Aviles, Director of Administrative Services
Wes Owen, Director of Finance

The public is welcome to attend the Vallecitos Board

Meetings the first and third Wednesday of each month at 5:00 p.m.
in the Administration building—201 Vallecitos de Oro in San Marcos.
To provide public comments prior to the meeting, submit
comments via e-mail at PublicComment@VWD.org up to 90
minutes in advance of the meeting. Comments received are handled
by the Clerk of the Board of Directors as if submitted in person.

All written comments that are received at least 90 minutes before
the meeting will be provided to the Board, and a record of the
receipt of comment will be noted during the meeting. To watch or
listen to the live meeting, go to www.vwd.org/meetings.
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“Like us” on Facebook or follow us on X @vallecitoswater

Vallecitos Hosts Free Water Academy Tour
Thursday, October 30, 2025

Ever wonder how clean water gets to your tap
or how wastewater is recycled for reuse? The
Vallecitos Water District invites you to its free,
award-winning Water Academy tour on
Thursday, October 30, 2025, from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m.

This behind-the-scenes experience offers an
up-close look at how the District operates.

The tour includes a walking tour of the District
yard, visits to the Water Operations Control
Room, field equipment demonstrations, and the
Sustainable Demonstration Garden. (Note: The
Meadowlark Water Reclamation Facility will not
be included, as it remains under construction.)
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Participantshwill enjoy a light breakfast snack

and a fully catered lunch. District staff and Board
members will be available throughout the event to
answer questions and share how Vallecitos
provides safe, sustainable water and wastewater
services to over 100,000 residents.

Reserve your spot at:
www.vwd.org/wateracademy. Simply fill out the
online registration form to receive your
confirmation email.

Water Quality Reports, including the 2024 Water Quality Report, can be found online at www.vwd.org/waterquality.
Tested water from the Vallecitos Water District consistently meets or exceeds all drinking water standards.



